


Premier’s Anzac Spirit School Prize 

•You could win a spot on a study trip 
to France in October!

•Open to Year 9 and 10 students.
• Involves researching and writing a 
biography of a South Australian 
serviceman or servicewoman from 
World War I or World War II.



Premier’s Anzac Spirit School Prize 

The prize is offered to encourage 
you to examine and empathise
with the remarkable sacrifices of 
South Australian service men and 
women during the 20th century.



This year in Ms Roberts’s history 
classes …
• All Year 9 and 10 students can complete a research 

task on an Australian soldier or nurse as their major 
assignment for the WWI and WWII topics.

• To be considered for the prize, your assignment 
must meet the requirements for the competition.

• Only our Top 4 entries can be sent in.



Our Assignment



Assignment 1: Biography

Our first assignment for Year 9 and 10 
History is to research the experiences and 
write a biography of someone involved in 
World War I (Year 9) or World War II (Year 
10).
You will be required to use both primary and 
secondary sources of information in your 
research.
If you want to be considered for the ANZAC 
Spirit prize, that person must be South 
Australian (born, died, raised or lived in SA).



PART A

Using a range of sources, research 
the experience of a South Australian 
service man or woman who served 
(Navy, Army, Airforce or Nursing) 
during either World War 1 and/or 
World War 2. (Maximum 1500 
words).



PART A – Marking Scheme
Using a range of sources, research the experience of a South Australian 
service man or woman who served (Navy, Army, Airforce or Nursing) 
during either World War 1 and/or World War 2. (Maximum 1500 words).
• Describe the context of the battlefront the service man or woman 

participated in during World War 1 and/or World War 2. (2 marks)
• Describe his/her background and life before departing for war. (2 marks)
• Describe his/her service during the relevant World War/s. (3 marks)
• Either discuss the circumstances of the death of the service man or 

woman during the war, or if they survived the war/s, their life after the 
war/s. (2 marks)

• Use a range of primary and secondary sources such as photographs, 
maps, artefacts, diary entries, books and archival materials and ensure 
that they are correctly cited in the list of references. (5 marks)
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PART B

The Anzac Spirit is generally considered 
to be comprised of courage, 
perseverance, mateship and 
resourcefulness. Using evidence drawn 
from your research in Part A, choose two 
of the characteristics of the Anzac Spirit 
and describe how the individual you 
researched demonstrated these two 
characteristics. (Maximum 500 words).



Choosing a person to 
study



Advice from Competition Organisers 
about choosing your person:
• Must be South Australian in some way – enlistment, 

born, raised or lived for a good amount of time in SA.
• Cannot be anyone studied by previous published 

winners
https://veteranssa.sa.gov.au/themes/premiers-anzac-
spirit-school-prize/

• Aim to pick someone with little information on the 
Virtual War Memorial

• Don’t pick any famous soldiers, especially anyone who 
has books and articles published about them, or VC 
winners like Arthur Blackburn.



In other words, your person 
should:
• Be South Australian
• Not be Famous
• Be someone who hasn’t been studied 

much before



My Great Grandad

• https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/121786

A sapper, also called pioneer or combat 
engineer, is a combatant or soldier who 
performs a variety of military 
engineering duties such as breaching 
fortifications, demolitions, bridge-
building, laying or clearing minefields, 
preparing field defenses, as well as 
working on road and airfield 
construction and repair.
Sapper - Wikipedia



Tips for Competitors



Competition Organiser’s Winning 
Tips:
• Do not go beyond the 1500/500 word count.
• You must do correct referencing, including:

• Harvard Author Date system
• Include a properly formatted Reference List
• Label photos, tables etc. properly ‘Figure 1’ 
• Don’t include photos, graphics or tables without 

referring to them in your writing

• Use a variety of primary and secondary sources for 
evidence, especially in Part B. Suggested: At least 3, 
maybe as many as 6.



Research



Newspaper Articles
• Trove is a website which has an archive of many of 

Australia’s old newspapers. 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper


